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As the leading business  organization in Sal ina,  the Chamber takes a
vital  interest  in  local  elect ions ,  most  importantly ,  the candidates
running for  office and the issues facing our community .

The Chamber feels  i t  is  extremely important  to  inform you of  the
candidates ,  their  background,  experience,  their  reason(s)  for  seeking
public  off ice ,  and their  priorit ies  if  e lected.

We want  to  encourage you to  vote  on November 7th .  Included in
this  booklet  is  an Official  Candidate List  from the Sal ine County
Elections Office .  The information on each Candidate was
reproduced by the Chamber exactly as  i t  was received from the
candidates .  No corrections were made for  spel l ing and/or grammar.
The original  questionnaires  are on f i le  at  the Chamber office ,  120
W. Ash.
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Scott Gardner

2908 Berkley Ln

785-787-0378

slg1088@yahoo.com

CT/CPI/Media Director City of Salina

N/A

City of Salina
Schwans
MAMTC
Raytheon Aircraft

USD 305 School Board
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I want to finish what I started.

School Funding

Everyone Matters

Quality Athletics

Scott Gardner
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At Large Trent W Davis
2145 Hillside Dr
Salina, KS 67401

h (785) 823-0287
w (785) 309-0012
c (785) 493-1038

twdavis22@gmail.com

At Large Jerry Ivey II
2014 Lewis 
Salina, KS 67401

w (785) 820-2831
c (785) 822-4133

acsjerry@live.com

At Large Raiden AJ Gonzales
237 S Oakdale Ave
Salina, KS 67401

(785) 643-3076 gonzales4salina@gmail.com

At Large Robert Klingenberg
1312 Kiowa
Salina, KS 67401

(785) 577-6879 rjklingenberg07@gmail.com

At Large Haley Helzer
216 W Crawford St
Salina, KS 67401

w (785)827-1011
c (785) 342-6123

haley.helzer67401@gmail.com

At Large Chad Farber
1311 E Beloit Ave
Salina, KS 67401

(785) 376-2880 farberchad@gmail.com

At Large Michael L Hoppock
914 Oak Ln
Salina, KS 67401

w (785) 823-7223
c (785) 493-5350

mike@landtitlesalina.com

At Large
,  

CM Margaret Reeves
113 W 2nd St
PO Box 84
Assaria, KS 67416

(785) 667-2385 mjr@hometelco.net

CM
,  

Mayor Ralph Johnson
312 W 5th 
Brookville, KS 67425

(785) 452-1350 ralph.johnson1351@gmail.com

CM Joe L Wright
102 E 4th
Box 62
Brookville, KS 67425

(785) 472-1800

CM David Graf
216 W Anderson
PO Box 182
Brookville, KS 67425

(785) 577-2629 littleman2029@yahoo.com

CM Faye Woodson
502 N Clement St
Brookville, KS 67425

(785) 341-0879 kf419@royceman.net

CM Deborah K Murphy
203 Maple St
Gypsum, KS 67448

(785) 309-6916 allaboutdkm@yahoo.com

CM Jerry L Sorenson
714 Melbert
Gypsum, KS 67448

(785) 820-7970 jerrys66ford@yahoo.com

CM
,  

CM
,  

Gypsum
City

3 Council Members (4 yr terms)
Ordinance 1283

Assaria
City

3 Council Members (4 yr terms) 
Ordinance 423-C

Brookville
City

1 Mayor (2 yr term), 5 Council Members (2 yr terms) 
Ordinance 1240

Salina
City 

* Highlighted candidates 
have withdrawn

3 Commission Members (2 - 4 yr terms, 1 – 2 yr term) 
Ordinance 16-10830

2023 Offices to be Elected
Saline County, Kansas

Last Updated June 1, 2023

City Offices 



2023 Offices to be Elected

Mayor Mack Villalpando
101 Rock Island
New Cambria, KS 67470

(785) 452-1913 mackv08@yahoo.com

CM
,  

CM
,  

Mayor Tom Hawks
108 3rd St
Smolan, KS 67456

h (785) 668-2628
w (785) 577-4773
c (785) 577-4773

thawks@hometelco.net

CM Neal Slattery
220 Main St
Smolan, KS 67456

(406) 599-7834 n.slattery@hometelco.net

CM Jason Hutchinson
310 Main St
Smolan, KS 67456

h (785) 668-2023
c (785) 819-1659

big.hutch80@gmail.com

BM Randy D Lamer
1120 Eastgate Dr
Salina,KS 67401

(785) 820-7020

BM Mary Bernhardt
1838 Fawn 
Salina, KS 67401

(785) 820-6314 mary_bernhardt@cox.net

Central Kansas
Extension
District #3

2 Board Members (4 yr terms) 

New Cambria
City

1 Mayor (4 yr term), 2 Council Members (4 yr terms)
Ordinance 2017-1

Smolan
City

1 Mayor (4 yr term), 2 Council Members (4 yr terms)
Ordinance 50

Special Districts



2023 Offices to be Elected

At Large Mark A Bandre'
95 Wildcat Circle
Salina, KS 67401

(785) 241-9459 markbandre@gmail.com

At Large Dana Kossow
625 Uppermill Heights Dr
Salina, KS 67401

(785) 643-8972 lokossow@cox.net

At Large Scott Gardner
2908 Berkley Ln
Salina, KS 67401

(785) 787-0328 SLG1088@yahoo.com

At Large Ann Zimmerman
3904 N Ohio
Salina, KS 67401

h (785) 825-7135 
w (785) 309-0390 
c (785) 493-2981

Ann@annzimmerman.com

At Large Paul Gebhardt Jr
1312 Pershing St
Salina, KS 67401

(757) 803-2740 pjmacht@gmail.com

Pos #1 Charisse Nurnberg
11500 S Hopkins Rd
Assaria, KS 67416

h (785) 667-4668
c (785) 452-5037

charissenurnberg@yahoo.com

Pos #2 Kenneth D Johnson 
2340 E Hobbs Creek Rd
Assaria, KS 67416

(785) 541-1550 hobbscreekvs@gmail.com

Pos #3 James (Jimmy) C Shelby Jr
5212 E Crawford 
Salina, KS 67401

(785) 493-5620

At Large Justin Knopf
6544 S Kipp Rd
Gypsum, KS 67448

(785) 452-5550 justinjknopf@gmail.com

,  

,  

Pos #1 John Fouard
2682 S Reese Rd
Brookville, KS 67425

(785) 829-0331 fouardfarm@gmail.com

='USD307'!H3Emily Komarek
7400 W Cloud
Salina, KS 67401

(785) 787-8065 emilyakomarek@gmail.com

Pos #3 Cheryl Higgins
1975 N Halstead Rd
Salina, KS 67401

(785) 577-2408 dcjmhiggins@hotmail.com

Pos #3 JD Garber
5000 W Shipton Rd
Salina, KS 67401

w (785) 827-4426 
c (785) 341-6237

jd.garber@gmail.com

At Large Mitch Drees
330 S Brownhill Rd
Brookville, KS 67425

(785)643-3890

At-Large Mindy Tillberg
4113 W Armstrong Rd
Salina, KS 67401

w (785) 825-4750
c (785) 577-5604

mt2820b@gmail.com

Southeast
of Saline

USD #306

4 Board Members (4 yr term) - Assaria District #1 Position #1,
Gypsum District #2 Position #2, Kipp District #3 Position #3, At-Large

Voting Plan B -  K.S.A. 72-1083

Ell-Saline
USD #307

4 Board Members (4 yr term) - Position #1, #2 & #3, At-Large
Voting Plan B -  K.S.A. 72-1083

School District Offices 
Home County Based USD’s

Salina
USD #305

4 Board Members (4 yr term) - At Large
Voting Plan A -  K.S.A. 72-1083



2023 Offices to be Elected

Pos #1 Robert Miller
11640 W Lockard Rd
Tescott, KS 67484

h (785) 283-4693
c (785) 567-6415

smiller@usd240.org

Pos #2 Juanita Morris
1662 Homestead Rd
Minneapolis, KS 67467

(785) 392-3448 juanita.morris@gmail.com

Pos #2 James Davidson
1856 K-106 Hwy
Minneapolis, KS 67467

(785) 577-8910 jlja@rhelectric.net

Pos #3 Michelle Murk
700 N Struble
Bennington, KS 67422

w (785) 488-3300
c (785) 569-1017

michellemurk@thedavidsonagency
.net

Pos #3 Jami Simmons
2021 Ottawa Rd
Salina, KS 67401

(785) 493-2484 ksurodeochick@hotmail.com

Pos #7 Kyle Black
39 Autumn Leaf Ln
Bennington, KS 67422

(785) 452-5196 wtrfwlr98@gmail.com

Pos #7 Brian Pratt
504 N Stark
Bennington, KS 67422

(785) 201-7054 bwps63@live.com

Pos #7 Jeremiah Van Doren
116 S West Ave
PO Box 62
Tescott, KS 67484

(785) 392-7524 bowtie65@gmail.com

Pos #1 Wade D Walker
222 2800 Ave
Solomon, KS 67480

(785) 577-5193

Pos #1 Jennifer McDowell
119 Dakota
Solomon, KS 67480

(785) 643-4212

Pos #2 Brandon Legg
8369 E Shipton Rd
Solomon, KS 67480

(816) 868-8221 Pos #1

Pos #3 Andrea L McCook
411 N Walnut
Solomon, KS 67480

(785) 479-6511

At Large Brad Homman
200 N Pine St
Solomon, KS 67480

(785) 655-9471

Pos #1 Karla Pihl
4877 W Hedberg Rd
Lindsborg, KS 67456

(785) 826-0346 karlapihl@gmail.com

Pos #2 Joe Ryan
2572 27th Ave
Gypsum, KS 67448

(785) 819-2050 jryan1313@gmail.com

Pos #2 Wesleigh Bishop
327 Cedar Cir
Lindsborg, KS 67456

(605) 641-7481 wesleighann@gmail.com

Pos #3 Dwight Swisher
724 N First 
Lindsborg, KS 67456

(785) 212-1196 dlswisher@gmail.com

At Large Spencer Crowther
1062 Wells Fargo Rd
Lindsborg, KS 67456

(785) 212-0520 doublecattle@gmail.com

Lindsborg
USD #400

(McPherson 
Co)

4 Board Members (4 yr term) - District #1 Position #1, District #2 Position #2, District #3 
Position #3, At-Large

Voting Plan B -  K.S.A. 72-8003

Joint County Based USD’s

Bennington
USD #240

(Ottawa Co)

4 Board Members (4 yr term) -Position #1, Position #2, Position #3, At-Large; 
1 Board Member for an Unexpired Term Position #6

Voting Plan C -  K.S.A. 72-1083

Solomon
USD #393

(Dickinson Co)

4 Board Members (4 yr term) - District #1 Position #1, District #2 Position #2, District #3 
Position #3, At-Large

Voting Plan B -  K.S.A. 72-1083


	Text8: Current Salina City Commissioner, ending my second elected term.  I have served as Mayor twice, in 2019 and 2022.
Prior to my service as a City Commissioner, I served on the Arts and Humanity Commission, Salina-Saline County Board of Health (serving as it's last Chair), Access TV Board, Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors.
Previously, I served on the BigBrothersBigSisters Board, and was quite active in the Saline County Tobacco Awareness Coalition that spearheaded the first Clean Indoor Air ordinance in the State of Kansas (now State law.)
I currently serve as Secretary of the Salina branch of the NAACP, and am on my Church Council at St. John's Lutheran Church.
	Text7: I have been a practicing physician (Neurologist) since 1981 and have worked in Washington, D.C., Los Angeles, CA, and Salina, KS (moved to Salina in 1999.)   I am currently employed by Salina Regional Health Center as a Neurologist.
In addition, I am a Clinical Associate Professor in Neurology at the Univ. of Kansas School of Medicine -- Salina, KS and am most heavily involved as the Lead for the Third Year student Neurology rotations, as well as other teaching assignments. 
In 2018 I completed a year long Certified Public Manager curriculum (as a student) at the Univ of Kansas.
	Text6: Phil Black, Ed.D.
	Text5: Physician
	Text4: twdavis22@gmail.com
	Text3: (785) 823-0287   [cell 785 493-1038]
	Text2: 2145 Hillside Drive, Salina, KS 67401
	Text1: Dr. Trent Davis
	Text13: Trent W. Davis, M.D.
	Text12: Daring to be bold as we invest in our "people assets":
   Addressing the issue of Homelessness
   Strengthening the integrity of the family structure
   Preparing our youth towards jobs, not jails.
	Text11: Neighborhood revitalization, with the goal of transitioning renters into home owners.  Those neighborhoods that have felt neglected during our focus on downtown renewal, business growth, and new housing for new residents should be at the top of our list.
	Text10: Coordinated provision of quality Child Care across our community for all who need it, and at the times they need it.
	Text9: Salina is the premier city in Kansas on many fronts.  I love Dr. Linda Lawrence’s comment about our home, “Salina….in the middle of everywhere.”  Socially, economically, educationally, arts and entertainment-wise, geographically, and vocationally – whatever a person enjoys or wants to accomplish in life can be realized here.   What makes Salina special is that we know we can be better and are committed to doing whatever it takes to get there – all of us.  
In addition to my hometown of  Washington, D.C.,  I have also lived (including school and work) in Geneva, NY,  Milwaukee, WI, and San Gabriel, CA (Los Angeles).  I am quite comfortable with diverse cultures, attitudes, and experiences.  I have learned that once you get to know someone, it’s true – “people are more alike than they are different.”   Salina is not as isolated as some would wish to believe.  It needs people not afraid of the outside world.   

Our city is competing not against our neighboring towns and counties but against other regions, states, and countries to secure the socioeconomic development we want and need.  Salina is riding a lot of momentum from economic development and is about to see the blooming of our efforts to improve and expand our housing base.  It is time to focus on “people.”  Some of the questions and answers will be a challenge for some of our citizens.   I am driven by “doing the right thing.”  Some of us will need to explore our own deep-seated convictions and be open to challenge and change.  My experience can help guide this process in a cohesive, inclusive fashion.  True to our State motto, “Ad astra per aspera.”  

My initial foray into the City Commission was to fill an unexpired term of a previous Commissioner.  I had served in several leadership positions in several social organizations (e.g., NAACP, Big Brothers Big Sisters), employment-related (President of the hospital Medical Staff), and city-sponsored and/or associated Boards (such as Arts and Humanities, Chamber of Commerce, Salina-Saline County Board of Health.)   I somewhat reluctantly allowed my name to be considered for the interim role, doing so more out of a duty to help my City in such a unique situation.

While serving, I realized that my skill set in the arena of fostering effective conversation and communication, my ability to synthesize sometimes complicated documents and issues, and be able to read the mood of our citizens as a whole, were valuable contributions to realizing Salina’s socioeconomic growth potential.  I saw Salina as a city on the move, in need of making very careful and deliberate first steps in the right direction to pave the way for desired outcomes years down the road.  I am a very patient person and realized that Salina’s dreams would take much longer than a Commissioner’s term to bring to fruition.  I was satisfied to be part of the important ground floor of planning.

Serving as a City Commissioner involves many more hours than just a three hour meeting on Monday afternoons.  The sacrifices made at work, at home, and with other social organizations is often the reason several Commissioners are done after one term.   Being part of this fantastic explosion in Salina has given me energy to continue.   I am knowledgeable about what the job really entails.   Getting past the rhetoric and getting down to the real issues, and finding lasting beneficial solutions is not always easy but it’s a challenge I enjoy.  Time goes by fast when you’re having fun, and making a difference.

Salina is my home and I want to take good care of it.



