Take 5
MEET CHAMBER MEMBER BUSINESSES
THROUGH THESE 5-QUESTION
INTERVIEWS WITH...
ADRIENNE ALLEN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SALINA SYMPHONY
Can you please give us a three
sentence summary of your
personal background?
I grew up in western Kansas
and continued my education in
eastern Kansas, earning a B.A.
in communication from
Ottawa University and a M.S.
in administration from the
University of Kansas. I worked
as director of alumni relations
at Ottawa University and
assistant director of Salina
Adult Education Center before
being named executive
director of the Salina
Symphony in 2009. My
husband, Jim, and I are
thankful to live, work and
raise our children in Salina.
What is it about your business
that is unique or special? What
separates you from your
competitors?
The Salina Symphony is a
regional orchestra dedicated
to enriching lives through
artistic music performance and
education. As one of the
premiere musical ensembles of
North Central Kansas, the
Symphony performs six

concerts per season at the
beautiful Stiefel Theatre as
well as an outdoor summer
concert. Under Maestro Ken
Hakoda’s direction, the
Symphony has become
known for finding ways to
break out of the traditional
symphony concert “box”
while still maintaining the
integrity of the music. The
Symphony’s Youth
Education Program, which
consists of three youth
orchestras and one youth
choir, serves more than 200
students from elementary
through high school.
In general, how is demand
for your product or service?
Attendance at Salina
Symphony concerts has
grown steadily for the past
decade, currently averaging
more than 1,000 people per
concert. The Symphony at
Sunset D-Day
Commemoration Concert,
held each June on the
grounds of the Eisenhower
Presidential Library, draws
thousands of people.
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This impressive growth in
attendance can be attributed
in large part to Maestro
Hakoda’s unique and creative
programming as well as the
quality performances the
Symphony presents.

What are some of the plans
you have for the future of
your business?
The Symphony’s primary
goal is two-fold: to be
recognized regionally for
quality performances and
artistic excellence while at
the same time fostering an
appreciation of the
Symphony and its programs
in a wider audience. Shows
like this season’s
performance with the The
Texas Tenors attract new
audience members to the
Symphony. Our goal is for
those people to want to
come back again!

How long have you been in
business and why are you
operating in the Salina region?
Mr. Eric Stein founded the
Salina Chamber Orchestra in
1955. The orchestra performed
over the years at Marymount
College, the Municipal
Auditorium and Kansas
Wesleyan University before
finding its current home at the
Stiefel Theatre in 2003. Salina
is the perfect location for the
Symphony because of its
Check Them Out:
vibrant arts community. While
Salina Symphony
not immune from the
151 S. Santa Fe
challenges currently facing the
785.823.8309
arts world and orchestras in
www.SalinaSymphony.org
particular, the Symphony’s
performance standards have
continued to excel. Generous
support from community
individuals and businesses
helps to ensure the
Symphony’s bright future.

