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SCULPTURETOUR 2021 
IS HERE!

AT A GLANCE...
Business After Hours  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  April 29
Sunflower Adult Day Services
401 W. Iron Ave. - 5-7pm

Business After Hours  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  May 6
Salina Blue
209 S. Santa Fe – 5-7pm

First Look  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  May 13
YMCA
570 YMCA Drive – 4-6pm

Business After Hours  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  May 20
Artistic Nails & Spa
817 W. Crawford St. – 5-7pm

Details inside!

See Page 3
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CHAMBER NEWS

Eric L. Brown           

The good news is that economic indicators and local trends remain 
positive and the less than stellar news is that COVID influence is still 
noticeable. The economic datasets that have been produced recently 
continue to indicate good news on both the national, state, and local levels.

Analyzing data provides the capacity to anticipate and plan for future 
events. And right now, the data is trending positive which leads to 
increased optimism that we have turned the corner.

The U.S. Chamber and MetLife recently released the Q1 2021 Small 
Business Index—a survey of small businesses to take the temperature 
of the sector, see where small business owners are confident, and where 
they are experiencing challenges. The Q1 2021 index focused on how 

the distribution of coronavirus vaccines is influencing the attitudes of small business owners 
towards the return to normalcy.

According to the survey, small business owners are seeing mixed results with half seeing their 
business health as good amid a backdrop of a worsening economy. Half of small businesses (52%) 
say their business is in good overall health, in line with sentiments across the last ten months, but 
down 14 points from Q1 2020 before the impacts of the pandemic had been felt. In contrast, fewer 
small business owners rate the U.S. economy as “somewhat good,” down nine points from Q4 
2020 and the percentage saying the country’s economy is in poor health is up nine points from Q4.

Among other insights, the Q1 Small Business Index finds that:
•   54% of small businesses say the availability of coronavirus vaccines makes them feel 

more optimistic about their own business’s future
•   59% of small businesses this quarter predict it will take six months to a year to get back 

to normal
•   91% of small businesses are concerned about the pandemic’s effect on the national 

economy and 59% of small businesses rate the overall U.S. economy as poor

The reduction in COVID-19 cases, the rollout of the vaccine, the opening of the economy in 
many states, and federal stimulus have improved economic activity, but the labor market is back 
to pre-pandemic levels locally.

The newly released Kansas Consensus Revenue Estimates projected the state would bring in 
$361 million more in fiscal years 2021 and 2022 than predicted in last November. That nearly 
doubles the estimated surplus in the legislature’s 2021 budget from $618 million to $1.16 billion. 

At the local level, the City of Salina reported sales tax remained even and actually ticked up 
½ percent in 2020. Between expenditure savings and revenues beating estimates, the City was 
able to increase their general fund by approximately $6,000,000. 

Always keep in mind that tax revenues shouldn’t be seen as windfalls, but coupled with the 
federal influx of dollars, it does continue to put the economy in position to recover faster than 
ever anticipated.

Best,
 

Eric L. Brown President/CEO 
Salina Area Chamber of Commerce 
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	 SculptureTour Salina will unveil the 2021 
exhibit during the UNwrap Party on Saturday, 
May 1, at precisely 11am.
     The new exhibit will consist of nineteen 
sculptures from thirteen different artists 
traveling in from seven different 
states. Three of those artists 
are Kansans with one local 
Salinan. This year we 
welcome the biggest 
sculpture we have ever 
had the courage to install! 
This piece, weighing in at 9 
tons, is being trucked in all 
the way from Eliot, Maine! 
The SculptureTour Salina 
committee had previously 
poured a concrete pad in front 
of The Temple and are excited to 
utilize this space with such a unique 
sculpture!
	 Beginning May 1, visitors can pick up a 
Walking Tour/Ballot from silver boxes at the 
mid-block crosswalks on Santa Fe, at many 
downtown merchants, or the Chamber/Visit 
Salina offices at 120 W. Ash. During the 
UNwrap festivities on May 1, the Visit Salina 
trailer will be in the parking lot north of Ad Astra 
Books and Coffeehouse at 141 N. Santa Fe to 
distribute and collect ballots 
as well.
The Beginning
The SculptureTour Salina 
program was born from a 
Chamber inter-city visit made 
by a group of community 
leaders several years ago. 
Sculpture tours, walks and 
exhibits were seen in multiple 
locations, and spoke to those 
on the trip. Once back in 
Salina, the program came 
together through the work of 
Chamber and SDI staff, and 
led by a group of community 
volunteers, which formed 
the STS committee. The 
project is a year-round effort 
of identifying and contacting 
artists with an opportunity 
to submit work. A local jury considers the 
submissions and curates the exhibit each year, 
which will be unveiled the first weekend of May 
and remain in place until the following April.
How it All Works
	 All sculptures are on loan from the artists 
and are for sale to interested individuals and 

businesses. Today, more than 40 pieces 
have been purchased or donated. Artists are 
drawn to Salina’s program due to the success 
of the sales program, the awards program 

that provides more than $6,000 in 
total annual prizes. Of course, 

it takes dollars to make this 
all possible. While the 

Chamber and SDI provide 
staff for the program, it 
would not be possible 
without the immensely 
generous support of the 
business community and 
individual supporters. 

Charter Sponsors and 
Site Sponsors provide 

between $1250-$2000 
per year as the basis of the 

budget. Mike Hoppock, Land Title 
Services, has chaired the STS Committee 
since the beginning. Hoppock has led the 
charge in securing sponsors and the sale of 
sculptures. A portion of each sale is retained by 
SculptureTour Salina.
	 There is a Friends of SculptureTour donor 
program with individual gifts of $25 up to several 
hundred dollars each year. Sponsor benefits 
and Friends details are available on the website 

at www.sculpturetoursalina.
net. We are so very thankful 
for  the generos i t y  that 
brings these sculptures to 
our community each year. 
Through our par tnership 
with the Greater Sal ina 
Community Foundation, all 
gifts are tax deductible.
Vote for your 
Favorite
	A favorite component 
of SculptureTour is the 
People’s Choice program. 
Each year, the People’s 
Choice Award is determined 
by viewers who complete 
a ballot from the unveiling 
through December 31. 
The winning sculpture is 

purchased by the City of Salina, at a price not 
to exceed $15,000, and permanently placed 
where it can be enjoyed by the public. The 
brochure features all of the People’s Choice 
winners, with some including “Patches” at the 
Smoky Hill Museum, “Wheat Harvest” at the 
City/County Government Complex, and “For the 
Love of Steel” in the 200 block of N. Santa Fe. 

In 2020, the SculptureTour committee added a 
Kid’s People’s Choice award as well, which is a 
cash award for the artist whose work generated 
the highest count from voters under 18 years of 
age. We thank the City of Salina for sponsoring 
the People’s Choice Award! The City also 
provided permanent bases for sculptures as 
part of the downtown streetscape project!
The Heavy Lifting…literally!
	 A huge piece of making this exhibit happen is 
the group who install and de-install between 15-
20+ sculptures each year. SDI coordinates the 
arrival schedules with each artist. Tom Perez, 
Precision Electric, and Brandon Hughes, Harbin 
Construction have put together a talented 
crew and provide the equipment needed to get 
everything in place in time for the unveiling. 
Marc Wingo, Grain Belt Supply, fabricates the 
signage found at each site. Many, many thanks 
for these generous in-kind services!
The Why
	 SculptureTour Salina is a wonderful 
enhancement of the already thriving arts culture 
in Salina, and the exciting revitalization of 
downtown. It is another opportunity to explore 
Salina, attracting people and encouraging their 
spending into the community. It’s free, ‘open’ 
50 weeks a year, provides a healthy outdoor 
activity for all ages, is in close proximity to 
several iconic attractions such as Salina Art 
Center, Smoky Hill Museum, Salina Community 
Theatre, Stiefel Theatre, Salina Fieldhouse, 
Tony’s Pizza Events Center and coming soon…
The Garage!
	 Of course, art is subjective and personal. 
And in case someone just really doesn’t 
appreciate a specific sculpture…it will be gone 
in the spring and another will take its place!

SculptureTour Salina 2021 
to feature 19 sculptures

If you have questions about SculptureTour Salina, 
you can contact Sylvia Rice, 

Visit Salina Director at the Chamber, 
srice@salinakansas.org or (785) 827-9310, x 138
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          ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

As Economy Recovers and Jobs Increase, 
Salina Faces Workforce and Housing Challenges

	
			   	

As residents continue to be vaccinated and 
businesses, venues and industries continue 
to open back up, the Salina area economy 
appears to be bouncing back even better than 
before. The unemployment rate for March fell to 
3.5% from January’s 4.6%-- getting as close to 
the pre-pandemic rate of 3.3% as it’s been over 
the last year.  The community did get word that 
along with the anticipated closing and lay-offs 
at the Signify plant this spring, ElDorado Bus 
would also be closing in Salina and laying off 
its workforce of over 150 employees. 
	  The upside to this news is that both 
the lessening restraints on businesses 
and capacity, as well as several business 
expansions, means that Saline County has 
jobs! Over this last quarter (January through 
March of 2021), there were 3,106 job listings 
which is an increase of almost 40% from the 
previous quarter. Low unemployment and 
expanded unemployment assistance mean 
the labor force is incredibly tight right now. 
Wages continue to rise to meet the demand for 
a skilled workforce, but still fall short between 
14-50% less than other Kansas and Midwest 
communities all vying for workers.
	 To this end, the Salina Area Chamber of 
Commerce and their workforce and economic 
development arm have been working hard 
to problem solve recruitment and retention 
obstacles. Aside from a tight market and 
wages, Salina also is in a significant housing 
shortage. The Chamber has been leading 
conversations with local builders, developers, 

and City/County government to find creative 
solutions to the housing log jam. This has 

also included conversations with Lt. Gov 
David Toland, as well as leadership 
at the Kansas Housing Resources 
Corporation. 
	    The  Chamber,  i n 
collaboration with WorkforceONE, 
also held a job fair on April 7th to 

specifically target the recent displaced 
workers in our community, as well as the 
public.  Thirty-six local employers participated 
in this event at Tony’s Pizza Event Center and 
drew in almost 85 job seekers. 
	 The Imagine Salina campaign has also been 
active in its digital marketing and recruitment 
strategies. The website had 6,617 new visitors, 

an increase of 14% from last quarter. There 
were also 37 resumes submitted between 
January and March, an increase of 362%. Over 
90% of these resumes were from out-of-town 
and out-of-state. Television ads in both the 
Wichita and Topeka markets also began in 
April. 
	 Long story short, the Salina area is growing 
quickly and experiencing some of the ‘pains’ 
that come along with it. We’re excited to be 
a part of all these developments, and at the 
center of finding solutions to meet our growing 
needs. Contact Renee Duxler, Economic and 
Workforce Development Director, at (785) 
827-9310 x127 or rduxler@salinakansas.org 
for more information on workforce readiness 
and talent initiatives.
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EXLINE INC. is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Will Exline as VP of Operations 
and Executive Leadership Team member. 
In his new capacity, Will provides active 
leadership across all the company’s divisions 
promoting safety, corporate strategy, financial 
performance, quality and concentrated focus 
on the manufacturing and repair activities of 

the organization. 
Please join us in congratulating Will in his new role! Please also welcome 
David Campbell as the new West Coast Technical Accounts Manager to the 
Exline family for EXLINE Inc. I & A Division. David brings with him over 20 
years’ experience in the Natural Gas Industry, specializing in Air Fuel Ratio 
and Emissions Control. David is responsible for the Installation of Air Fuel 
Ratio Equipment and training, both customers and peers alike. His goal is to 
introduce the capabilities and distributable material/equipment from EXLINE 
Inc. to the West Coast states. This is a challenge he eagerly looks forward 
to starting and perfecting. 

SALINA PUBLIC SCHOOLS have selected Tracy 
Hutton to lead their new virtual school when it begins 
with the next school year. Hutton will take over as Virtual 
School Principal effective July 1st. An educator with 21 
years of experience, of which the past 14 were at USD 
305, Hutton most recently served for five years as career 
and life planning teacher at Lakewood Middle School. While at Lakewood she 
was a member of the Restorative Discipline Leadership Team. Prior to that she 
worked for nine years as a district curriculum technologist, focusing on K-12 
technology leadership, staff development, and instructional strategies. Hutton 
earned her bachelor’s degree, teaching certificate and master’s in history 
from Pittsburg State University. She earned a master’s degree in school 
leadership from Baker University. The new virtual school is being created to 
address the interest in online learning which surfaced during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Some students found success in a flexible, virtual classroom and 
wish to continue this style of learning. Some families prefer virtual learning 
in light of the global pandemic. Salina USD 305 residents are encouraged 
to indicate their interest in virtual learning at this link: www.bit.ly/305VP .

The BENNINGTON STATE BANK is expanding its Abilene Loan Production 
Office to a full-service location. This will be 
the  bank’s eighth full-service location and 
will open this May. The location will include 

a full-service retail space and drive-thru banking. The expansion allows 
BSB to bring Abilene customers the convenience they deserve paired 
with personalized care and community-focused hometown service. “We 
are committed to getting to know the residents of our communities and 
understanding their needs and goals. We look forward to offering our brand 
of personalized community banking in the Abilene area,” commented Burke 
Matthews, President Emeritus.

PRAIRIE CAPITAL INVESTORS celebrated its 25th anniversary on April 
15th. Prairie is committed to providing the highest level of financial advisory 
and investment banking services to middle-market companies across the 
US. Prairie’s thought leadership and capabilities have established the firm 
as a premier provider of M&A, ESOP, and valuation advisory services. Dave 
Diehl, CEO, and Rocky Fiore, COO, remember the past and look forward to 
the future. Prairie and many of its professionals have received awards from 
various organizations over the years. Dave concluded, “We are honored 
that Prairie and our talented team of professionals have consistently been 
recognized amongst our peers for our outstanding achievements across our 
service lines. Having reached this 25th anniversary milestone, it is important 
to pause and reflect upon our success. We are committed to building upon 
these achievements and are more excited than ever about our future.”

MAHANEY GROUP is excited to be 
a part of the Salina Area Chamber 
of Commerce. Mahaney Group is a 
commercial construction company 
that provides low-slope roofing, steel erection, architectural sheet metal and 
facility services. We self-perform work as skilled craftsmen with a focus on 
safety and excellence. By providing superior construction services, we fulfill 
our purpose of positively impacting our families, company, community, and 
country.  To get a free estimate visit: Request A Free Estimate | Mahaney 
Group (as a hyper link).

TRINITY HOSPICE is a locally owned and 
operated faith-based hospice company 
fully staffed with registered nurses, licensed 
practical nurses, certified home health aides, 

volunteers, homemakers, social worker, and chaplain. Now taking referrals 
and available 24/7 for all your hospice needs.  Contact us at 785.268.3900 
or wecare@trinityunitedllc.com with your referrals or with any questions!

The goal of NEW HORIZON 
SERVICES is to provide care 
for people with disabilities by 
cultivating a community of inclusion, support, and growth.  We look forward 
to working with the Salina Area Chamber and our new community to achieve 
this goal!

SMART INSURANCE is excited to announce their newest 
producer on the Salina team, Rob Carlson. Rob graduated 
from Allen CO CC with an associate degree in business, 
and from Kansas Wesleyan University with a bachelor’s 
degree in sports management with a minor in business. 
In his free time, he enjoys golfing and spending time with 
family/friends. Rob is excited to join the agency and to help 

with all your insurance needs. Contact him at (785) 833-5611 or email rob@
smart-ins.com

Beginning Monday, May 3, ECCENTRICITY TOO will have NEW business 
hours, Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm and Thursdays 10am-7pm. Stop in and 
check out the new spring and summer arrivals!

In The News
MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Will Exline David Campbell

5www.SalinaKansas.org

GOT NEWS?   
Do you have news to share about your business or organization?  
Email srice@salinakansas.org and we’ll publish it in an upcoming issue 
of Chamber Connection.
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JOIN US FOR UPCOMING 
RIBBON CUTTING 
CELEBRATIONS!

THURSDAY, MAY 6 • 3:30-5:30pm
Hutton 
137 S. 5th Street
Join us for an Open House and Ribbon Cutting to celebrate 
Hutton's new home in downtown Salina!

FRIDAY, MAY 14 • 1:00pm
SJMS Historical Museum
110 W. Otis Ave – Linger Hall
	 Join us for the official Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting 
ceremony to celebrate St. John's Military School Historical 
Museum. SJMS Historical Museum will have their Grand 
Opening May 13-15 at Linger Hall, located on the SW corner 
of the former SJMS campus. A kickoff to their events will be 
a Muleskinner Golf Tournament, May 13. Saturday, May 15 at 
9am, a memorial service for Mrs. Elizabeth Duckers and Mrs.  
    Donna Vanier will be held in the Armstrong Chapel.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 26 • 4:00-5:00pm
Synergy HR Solutions
	 Join us for a Ribbon Cutting for Synergy HR Solutions at 
4:00pm in the Visit Salina Annex building (120 W. Ash)
Synergy HR Solutions is a Human Resources consulting 
firm that is dedicated to helping organizations develop and 
streamline their Human Resources functions and processes.  
We work closely with companies to create opportunities, 
profits, policies, and procedures to prevent potential litigation 
expenses.  We specialize in employee relations, policy 
compliance, risk management, DISC assessments and all your 
HR needs.

RIBBON CUTTING

	 Representatives of the Chamber, the City of Salina, Salina Parks & Rec, 
Baseball Enterprises, City Commissioner Mike Hoppock and Vice-Mayor 
Trent Davis, MD joined the Berkley family to cut a ribbon in as we celebrated 
the re-naming of ECRA on Markley Road as the Berkley Family Recreation 
Area. According to a story in the Salina Journal; “The Berkleys, originally 
from Tescott and led by brothers Mike, Mark and Hal, were involved in the 
founding of several local community banks, including Bennington State 
Bank, Bank of Tescott, State Bank of Downs and Solutions North Bank. 
They and their bank employees provided a lead donation of $650,000 for 
the Dean Evans stadium project as well as $150,000 toward turf and other 
renovations to the Salina South softball fields.” Many, many thanks to the 
generous donors for their gift to the baseball and softball projects!

	 Tumblweed celebrated opening for business in July of 
2020 with a Chamber Ribbon Cutting and Business 
After Hours. They are located 5 miles west of 
Salina off Old Hwy 40 in the well-known Augustine's 
Furniture building and previously Bright Built Hot Rods. 
Tumblweed is now a rustic venue that includes a chapel 
and storage spaces. Jesse and Amber Bradley have teamed 
up with Jerry and Jenni Jones to provide a service to the 
community of Saline County and surrounding areas.  
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NEW Chamber Event!
	 The Chamber introduced our First Look events in April
with a peek at the St. John’s Military School Historical
Museum. Our next First Look is May 13 at the YMCA.
Here is a quick rundown of just what the First Look is
all about.
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to meet

See the entire interviews, and others, posted at: 
https://www.salinakansas.org/take-5.html

        MEMBERSHIP NEWS

ACCESS CONTROL 
SYSTEMS & EXCEL 

SECURITY
201 E. Elm Street  •  Salina, KS 67401

(785) 820-2831
Owner(s): Perry & Sarah George

What service/product 
do you provide?
We are a full-service 
security source: office, 
home, or building 
security systems, card 
access systems, security 
camera systems, fire 
alarms, CCTV, safes, 
vaults, keys, automotive 

keys and key fobs, residential and commercial grade locks, doors, 
openers, and high security systems. 

When did you start your business and why?
We started our business in 2001. We opened Access Control Systems 
in Salina, we also took over the ownership of a longtime Salina 
business, Burgess Locksmith and Excel Security. Perry George had 
an extensive background in the 
locksmith and security fields in 
Oklahoma, and as a new Salina 
resident, both he and his wife, 
Salina native Sarah George, 
realized that Salina did not have 
a total security source. At that 
time, much of the community 
did not lock their doors. As time 
progressed, the need for both 
home and business security 
increased.

SOGGY DOG SALON 
& SUITES, INC.
640 N. Santa Fe  •  Salina, KS 67401

Owner: Diane Erickson
Email: diane.soggydogsuites@gmail.com

What service/product 
do you provide?
Soggy Dog Suites, a 
unique beach-themed 
vacation destination for 
dogs, provides spacious 
lodging and daycare, 
as well as Canine Cove 
Self Wash. We feature 
a comfortable climate-
controlled resort atmosphere with luxury lodging, including glass-
front full view suites as well as private suites. Daycare is provided 
inside and out and features K9 grass, an antimicrobial grass-like 
surface for comfort, safety, and cleanliness. Soggy Dog is managed by 
trained pet care providers, seven days a week, 365 days a year, and 
monitored around the clock by video/audio security systems. 

When did you start your business and why?
Soggy Dog has a long history: 
we opened in 2005 as Soggy 
Dog Salon, a home-based 
family-owned grooming salon. In 
2007, we expanded and moved 
downtown to Wood Fashion 
Plaza. When our clients expressed 
their wishes for lodging and 
daycare, we were able to expand 
again and, in 2014, moved to 
640 N. Santa Fe, a 6,800 sq ft 
building, and changed our name 
to Soggy Dog Salon & Suites, Inc. 
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New Members
PB & J
110 N. Santa Fe
(785) 404-2273

ALLMETAL RECYCLING SALINA
312 N. 5th Street
(785) 825-9021

MAHANEY GROUP
2822 N. Mead
Wichita, KS 67219
(316) 262-4768

SIGN GYPSIES-SALINA AREA
102 Irene Street
(785) 452-8399

SYNERGY HR SOLUTIONS, LLC
PO Box 2211
Salina, KS 67402
(480) 302-0125

CONIC APPS, LLC
205 W. Ash
(785) 833-2473

POINT GUARD UNIVERSITY
820 N. Notre Dame Ave. 1B
South Bend, IN 46617
(210) 744-8910

NEW HORIZON SERVICES, INC.
131 N. Santa Fe
(785) 833-6540

TRINITY HOSPICE
104 E. Iron
PO Box 2601
(785) 268-3900

 Access Control Systems
 Advance Auto Parts Distribution Center
 Ahlers Family Dentistry
 Air & Fire Systems
 Airgas
 American Boiler & Mechanical
 American Red Cross
 Monica M. Bachamp, D.O., FACOOG
 BC's Salina Club Liquor
 Bell Memorials LLC
 Bergkamp Inc.
 Best Chinese Massage
 Best-One Tire & Service
 Bieberly Architects
 Brookdale Salina Fairdale
 Brown's Shoe Fit
 Builders Choice Concrete
 C & W Ranch, LTD.
 CAD Law, LC
 Carpet Cleanse
 Central Care Cancer Center
 Chick-fil-A
 CleanLine Inc. - Parking Lot Striping
 Commercial Tire Centers, Inc.
 Copeland Insurance Agency, Inc.
 Cox Solutions Store
 DJR Investment Properties Organization
 DMA Architects, PA
 Farmers Financial Solutions, LLC
 Feldkamp Furniture
 Fletcher & Associates - Aflac District 
	 Office
 Fresh Look Dry Cleaning
 La Velle Frick
 Friends of the River Foundation
 Gateway Real Estate Agency
 Geisler Roofing and Home Improvement
 Great Plains Association of REALTORS®

 GreatLife Golf & Fitness
 H & R Block
 Harley-Davidson Honda of Salina
 Henry Helgerson Company
 Holiday Resort
 InMyHome Home Health & Home Care, 	
	 OCCK, Inc.

 Ironstone Wealth Advisors
 Jerry's Professional Cleaning Service
 Johnson Sand
 KAKE Channel 10
 Keller Williams Realty Expert 
	 Partners, LLC
 K-Four Trailer Sales
 KU School of Nursing - Salina Campus
 Lady in Red
 James Lambert
 Laura's Retail Liquor Store
 Maas Paint & Paper, LLC
 Marketing Angle WSI
 Memorial Art Co., Inc.
 Midwest Commercial Laundry 
	 Equipment, Inc.
 NU Image Audio
 Papa John's Pizza
 Pathway Financial Solutions
 Perkins Restaurant & Bakery
 Prairie Capital Advisors, Inc.
 PrairieLand Partners
 Pregnancy Service Center, Inc.
 Qdoba Mexican Eats
 R & J Mailing Services
 Red Lobster
 Reserves at Prairie Glen
 Sage Products, Inc.
 Schwan Global Supply Chain, Inc.
 Seraphim Bread
 Sign Pro of Central Kansas
 Signify
 Smoky Valley Concrete, Inc.
 Soggy Dog Salon & Suites, Inc.
 State Farm Insurance - Bill Roberts
 Stonecreek Financial Solutions
 Stryten Manufacturing Salina LLC.
 Synergy Chiropractic & Sports Therapy
 Target
 The Appliance Center
 Town & Country Animal Hospital
 Weis Fire & Safety Equipment, LLC
 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC
 XWE Entertainment/Wrestling LLC

to these Chamber members who 
continue to support our programs 
through their membership renewal!THANK YOU

      MEMBERSHIP NEWS
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SAYP 
Are you an energetic, passionate young leader who loves the 

community and wants to be more involved?  The SAYP Steering 
Committee is looking to fill the following roles:

•  Business Connections Co-Chair
•  Marketing Chair & Co-Chair
•  Membership Co-Chair

Contact LaCrista at lbrightbill@salinakansas.org 
for more information!

Join us for stellar food, rockin' bands, and great community at the 
6th Annual Street Eats & Beats festival in Salina! We'll have fun for the 
whole family! The event will be held on May 22nd in Oakdale Park from 
1-7pm. Admission is FREE! Check out Salina Area Young Professional 
Facebook page for food truck and band lineups.

We would love for you to join us! 

    VISIT SALINA / 
    CHAMBER NEWS

May 1- 2	 AAU Missouri Valley 		
	 District Championship 
	 Gymnastics 	

May 1	 SAYSI Youth Baseball 
	 and Softball Tourn

May 1	 NCS-IFA Softball Annual 		
	 Blue & Gold Tourn.

May 20-22	 NJCAA Region VI 
	 Baseball Championship
	 Tourn.

May 27-28	 KSHSAA 4A State 		
	 Baseball & Softball 
	 Championship Tourn(s).

HOA VB Border Series
$49,152

KSHSAA 4A State Boys’ and Girls’ 
Basketball Tourns.

$80,392
Equifest of Kansas

$708,656
MAYB Basketball Tourn.

$190,080
Mid America Farm Expo

$204,112
IFA Indoor Youth Softball Tourn.

$17,424
Salina Kings 7U Indoor Baseball 
Tourn.

$17,424
USSSA Play for the Rings Fast 
Pitch Softball Tourn.

$31,692
IFA Indoor 8U Softball Tourn.

$17,424
Spring Fling Slugfest Youth 
Baseball Tourn.

$76,336
SAYSI Youth Baseball and 
Softball Tourn.

$58,464
Crossroads IFA Showdown 
Softball Tourn.

$29,040

Dollars
Sense

MarqueeWelcomes
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        VISIT SALINA

Travel’s ability to bounce back after periods 
of economic hardship—and inject much-needed 
revenue directly into the economy—is why 
the theme of this year’s National Travel and 
Tourism Week (NTTW) is the Power of Travel. 
NTTW (May 2-8), the 38th annual celebration 
of the U.S. travel industry’s contributions, is an 
opportunity to remind visitors and residents of 
the incredible value the travel industry holds not 
just for our local economy and workforce, but    
to our community’s identity and culture—and to 
remind policymakers of travel’s ability to help 
power recovery efforts.

Travel and tourism are such an important 
part of who we are as a community. Many of 
the attributes that make Salina the wonderful 
place it is to live, are exactly the reasons that 
visitors from across the state, the region and 
beyond choose Salina as a destination. Whether 
they have come to take part in a meeting or 
convention, traveled as a family for a sports 
tournament, attended a production at Salina 
Community Theatre, a concert at the Stiefel, 
spent the weekend at Smoky Hill River Festival 
or KKOA Leadsled, are involved in military 
training, or have included us as a stopping point 
on a longer trip, visitors have long been an 
integral part of the Salina economy. Hotel stays 
are obvious, but the broader impact includes 
our restaurants, the attractions mentioned and 
others, retail stores, fuel vendors, and airline 
ticketing.

Nationally, travel generated $2.6 trillion 
in economic output, supported 17 million 
American jobs and delivered a $51 billion trade 
surplus to the U.S. in 2019. In that same year, the 
North Central region of Kansas saw an overall 

impact from travel of more than $660 million, 
with $229 million estimated in Saline County.

However, this vital revenue source stemming 
from business and leisure travelers was severely 
diminished amid the pandemic.
	 In 2020, the entire U.S. travel industry lost half 
a trillion dollars in travel-related spending—10 
times the economic impact of 9/11. Nationally, 
total travel-supported jobs accounted for a 
staggering 65% of all U.S. jobs lost amid the 
pandemic. In Salina, we saw hotels that dropped 
to single digit occupancy, reduce staffing to a 
very bare minimum, close off sections of rooms 

and in some cases, close entirely. All 
while adding tremendous sanitation and 
mitigation efforts. Restaurants switched 
to delivery, curbside, and outdoor 
service. Entertainment venues had to 
adapt, but in many cases were shuttered. 

A broader economic recovery hinges 
on a recovery within the travel industry.

While the rapid pace of vaccinations 
has provided hope that a return to normal 
is on the horizon, a resurgence in travel 

demand is not inevitable, and certainly won’t 
be immediate. The travel industry’s recovery is 
expected to take as long as three to five years, 
and as things begin to bounce back, everyone 
is faced with the challenge of finding people to 
staff back up.

The road ahead is challenging, but the travel 
industry is resilient and has an incredible 
ability to bounce back from difficult times. We 
recovered after 9/11, after the 2008 financial 
meltdown, and after other health scares. This is 
the toughest challenge the U.S. travel industry 
has ever faced, but we know travel is one of 
the best-equipped industries to lead a revival.

As recovery efforts continue, and we get 
Americans moving again, then all of us in Salina 
can get back to doing what we do best more 
quickly - providing quality job opportunities, 
reconnecting family and friends, providing 
warm hospitality, and showing the world what 
makes the U.S., the state of Kansas and Salina 
among the best places to visit!

From U.S. Travel, Kansas Tourism and Visit 
Salina

The Power of Travel: Travel & 
Tourism Can Help Drive America’s 
Economic Rebound
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     CHAMBER NEWS

	 The Chamber is excited to introduce our next two opportunities in our international travel program! We have informational meetings set 
this month with Sandy Cole for you to ask questions and learn more about the Normandy, Paris & Seine River Cruise (October 2022) and 
the Vietnam trip (October 2021) Please RSVP to Sandy at (785) 827-9310, x 123. 

Pack 
a bag!
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	 Salina was selected to host the 
2021 NJCAA Region VI / Kansas 
Jayhawk Community College 
Conference (KJCCC) Baseball 
Championship Tournament. 
Games will be played in the 
Berkley Family Recreation Area at 
Dean Evans Stadium, 841 Markley 
Road, Salina, Kansas, May 20-22, 
2021. 
	 NJCAA Region VI Director, 
Mike Saddler cited the following 
reasons as to why Salina was 
selected. “Salina’s central location 
makes an ideal place for the 

Region 6 Tournament. With the renovations to Dean Evans Stadium and the 
addition of turf it will make it a great venue for our teams to play in and should 
provide an excellent atmosphere for our fans as well. With lots of hotels and 
restaurants it will be a great fit. We are looking forward to working together 
with Visit Salina as well as the Salina Parks and Recreation to put on a great 
tournament for our student-athletes and the fans.”  
	 NJCAA Region VI is made up of teams from the KJCCC. Sixteen teams 
make it to the region playoffs. The four teams making it to Salina will have each 
advanced from a four-team sub-regional. The Championship will bring the four 
baseball teams to Salina for a 3-day tournament. Games will be played at Dean 
Evans Stadium on Thursday, May 20 at 1 PM, 4 PM and 7 PM; Friday May 21 at 
1 PM and 4 PM and Saturday, May 22 Championship at 1 PM with an IF game 
scheduled at 4 PM.  
	 According to Tiffany Benien, Visit Salina, “This is a great event for Salina. 
Not only will we bring a new level of collegiate baseball to Salina, but this will 
also be one of the first times the new turf at Dean Evans Stadium is used for a 
tournament. I believe this is a great example of how the improvements at Dean 
Evans benefit the Salina community. We are looking forward to sharing the 
Salina experience with coaches, players, administration, officials, media, and 
fans of Region VI where they will stay, play, shop, dine and have FUN! As we 
look ahead, it would be ideal for Region VI/KJCCC to consider Salina a home 
for this championship.”
	 The recent Dean Evans Stadium improvements were made possible by 
Baseball Enterprises. Baseball Enterprises is the parent organization to a local 
group that provided expertise and funding to make possible the Baseball Partners 
Baseball and Softball Projects. In addition to renovations and turf at Dean Evans 
Stadium, the Baseball Partners have turfed two softball fields at USD #305 
Salina South High School and are renovating several areas around the fields 
at South High to include fan seating, restrooms, and admission facilities. More 
improvements at Dean Evans Stadium will also continue. 
	 If you’d like to volunteer at the Region VI Championship, please contact Tiffany 
Benien, Visit Salina at tbenien@salinakansas.org
	 Information on ticketing will be available soon at www.KJCCC.org where you 
can learn more about Region VI Baseball.

KSHSAA 4A State 
Baseball & Softball
	 Visit Salina is pleased to host the KSHSAA 4A State 
Baseball and Softball Tournaments Thursday and Friday, 
May 27-28, 2021. A total of 16 teams will arrive in Salina 
for the events. Baseball will be played at Dean Evans 
Stadium, while softball will be played at Bill Burke Park 
with an alternative weather site at the turfed South High 
School fields.  

	 Eight teams will compete at each tournament with the 
following schedule:

 BASEBALL (Dean Evans Stadium)
    THURSDAY - 11am, 1:15, 3:30 and 5:45pm
          FRIDAY -  Semi-finals 11am and 1:15pm
                           3:30pm Consolation 
                           5:45pm Championship 

 SOFTBALL (Bill Burke Park)
    THURSDAY - Two games at 5pm 
                          Two games at 7pm  
          FRIDAY - Two semi-final games at 11am 
                          1pm Consolation 
                          2pm Championship

	 “I am so pleased that the KSHSAA baseball and softball 
state tournaments are back after having to skip last year 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic”, stated Tiffany Benien, 
Visit Salina Sports & Events Mgr. “Hosting KSHSAA 
State tournaments is always great, and to be back to a 
full bracket of teams and regular schedule on in the same 
year that Salina gets turf at Dean Evans is FANTASTIC! 
The KSHSAA events bring quality student athletes and 
competition. We welcome and enjoy sharing the Salina 
experience with the players, coaches, administration, 
officials, media and fans, and we're looking forward to 
helping make these events a success.”
	 Visit Salina estimates that the tournaments will create 
an estimated economic impact of $502,762.40 for to the 
Salina community.
	 Visit Salina is not able to host these events without local 
volunteers. Volunteers will be needed to help take tickets, 
staff the gate, sell t-shirts and programs, announce, keep 
score and more. If you would like to volunteer, please 
contact Tiffany at Visit Salina (785) 827-9310, x130 or 
e-mail Tiffany tbenien@salinakansas.org 

Go to www.kshsaa.org to learn how and when teams 
qualify, plus bracket updates.

Good Sports
  VISIT SALINA

Salina Welcomes Salina Welcomes 
NJCAA Region VI NJCAA Region VI 
Baseball to Dean Baseball to Dean 
Evans Stadium!Evans Stadium!

13www.SalinaKansas.org
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FIND US 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

    CHAMBER NEWSBUSINESS 
        HOURS

Sunflower Adult 
Day Services
Thursday, April 29 
401 W. Iron Ave 
5-7pm - $5 per person or Fast Pass

Sunflower Adult Day Services supports 
individuals with physical and cognitive limitations 
providing respite for their caregivers. Our highly 
skilled staff ensures a safe, secure environment 
while providing nursing care, activities, and 
promoting social interaction.

Salina Blue
Thursday, May 6			 
209 S. Santa Fe

Sal ina Blue inv i tes you to thei r  l ive 
demonstrations of their new 36ART scanner. 
The 36ART scans  up to 36" wide by 10' long 
items without anything touching the document. 
It is perfect for the artist who wants to scan 
and produce prints from original artwork such 
as old photographs or posters. They also offer 
large graphic printing of banners, window signs, 
and vehicle graphics. Whether for business or 
personal use, Salina Blue is your one stop for 
large format printing and scanning!

Artistic Nails 
& Spa
Thursday, May 20
817 W. Crawford St

Artistic Nails & Spas mission is to provide an 
environment that you can trust to spend your 
quality time and money. Their professionals look 
forward to showcasing the variety of unique, 
personalized salon services they provide for 
their clients.

COME OUT AND SEE WHAT 
Sunflower Adult Day Services, Salina Blue 

and Artistic Nails & Spa have to offer!

REFRESHMENTS – TOURS – DOOR PRIZES

$ It Pays to Attend $ 
DOOR PRIZES (MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN) 

$250 CASH ATTENDANCE DRAWING

For reservations call (785) 827-9301 or email 
dsmith@salinakansas.org


