Salina Area Chamber of Commerce
USD#305 Candidate Questionnaire

Full Name: Bonnie Schamberger
Email: bonnieschamberger(@gmail.com
Occupation: Retired Educator

Work History:
I taught in the public school system for 15 years. | was also a housewife and a mother
of two sons whom I home schooled during their grade school years.

Why I am Running for School Board:

I have been a teacher most of my life and I know that education is very important for the
building of a society and a nation as well as providing the students with the skills to
learn and lead a productive life. With the district, parents and community working
together we can educate our children to be all they can be and to help them find their
gifts and talents. As we come along side our students, they can be given the tools they
need to be able to read, do math, discover science, communicate with others, love their
country and give them the opportunity to be the best they can be. I've seen that it takes a
team effort and vision to keep improving and reaching goals in our education system
here in Salina.

Three Top Priorities:

Parent & Community Involvement — Teachers encourage more involvement with
parents, working with them to help their child learn. The #1 indicator for academic
success is parent involvement. It takes a team involving the community as well, to be
involved in our students lives. We have resources available from our community
involvement such as Foster Grandparents and volunteers that can make a huge
difference in a child's life. Knowing, caring, listening and responding can help a child's
self image and encourage them to keep trying. I have been pursuing these two avenues
and encouraging community members to volunteer.

Funding for Special Ed — Right now the district is having to use other moneys to fund
the special ed program. This is a large amount every year and has been a problem for a
long time. This funding is essential in order to fulfill the mandates the government has
set for this program. Paras, SPED teachers, administrators and the students are all
affected if the funds are not there. Besides this, the number of students in the special ed
program is increasing making more demands on this program.

The Special Ed program needs more funding and as a board member and a member of
our community we can be involved in communication with our legislators encouraging
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them to financially support this program.

Chronic Absenteeism — This is a problem in our district. The definition of chronic
absenteeism is the percentage of students who miss 10% or more of school days per year
either with or without a valid excuse. If our students are not at school they are not
learning what they need to be successful. There are programs our district has put into
place to help students at the high school get individual help so they can graduate. I
would continue to support these programs and ideas to encourage students to go to
school and to stay there until they graduate. We need to equip our students for success
and to help them find their passions as well as talents and abilities.

Budget Priorities:

As I said above, the Special Ed. Program needs more funding from state and federal to
be fully funded. This has been a problem for a number of years. I also believe
increasing teacher and employee salaries would help with recruitment and retention.

As a whole the district has a balanced budget and stewards the finances. The employees
at the district office manages the district well.



