
What  serv ice/product  do  you  prov ide?  Our  miss ion  i s :  "Us ing  a l l

ava i l ab le  media ,  br ing ing  Kansas  communi t ie s  together  by  c reat ing

and  present ing  i ndependent  programs  and  se rv i ces  that  i n fo rm ,

educate ,  en l ighten ,  and  enr ich  the  publ i c  and  prov ide  c i v i l  di scourse

essent ia l  to  democracy  i n  Kansas . "

S ince  the  s ta r t  of  the  pandemic ,  we 've  found  fund ing  to  he lp  the

Depot  i n  Benn ington  tu rn  i n to  a  l i ve - s t reaming  venue  fo r  mus ic ians ,

s to ry te l l e r s ,  poets ,  and  other  l i ve  per fo rmers .  ( see  photo )  We 've  been

a  par tner  with  the  Kansas  Leadersh ip  Cente r  i n  the  Kansas  Beats  the

V i rus  program  which  has  he lped  groups  and  organ iza t ions  meet  the

cha l lenges  of  the  pandemic  and  to  encourage  peop le  to  get

vacc inated .  We  have  seve ra l  documenta r ie s  planned  that  we  be l ieve

h igh l ight  good  th ings  done  i n  Sa l ina .  However ,  these  requ i re  some

fund ing  to  pay  fo r  t ime  and  equ ipment .  So ,  we 've  wr i t ten  seve ra l

g rants  and  cont inue  to  sea rch  fo r  grants  that  wi l l  he lp  us  meet  our

miss ion .  

When d id  you  s tar t  your  bus iness  and  why?  We  s ta r ted  Kansas

Pub l i c  Media  Cente r  because  we  wanted  a  new  and  more  ag i le

nonpro f i t  i n  the  Sa l ina /Sa l ine  County  media  sec to r .  For  example ,  we

wanted  to  expand  beyond  the  reg ion ,  where  appropr ia te ,  whi le

s tay ing  t rue  to  our  root s .  Most  of  us  were  fo rmer l y  assoc ia ted  with

Access  TV  of  Sa l ina  (now  Sa l ina  Media  Connect ion )  and  we  wanted  to

move  i n  a  di f fe rent  di rec t ion .

Anyth ing  e lse  you  would  l ike  the  community  to  know?
We  do  not  have  an  of f i ce  per  se  because  i n  the  new  media  wor ld ,  as  
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many  of  you  a l ready  know ,  br ick  and  morta r  spaces  aren ' t  a lways  necessa ry .  In s tead  of

rent ing  or  purchas ing  space  we  have  embraced  mobi l i t y ,  l ower ing  our  overhead ,  a l lowing  us

to  do  more  fo r  l e s s .  Whi le  we  have  expens i ve  v ideo  cameras ,  s ince  we ' re  s t reaming  to

Facebook ,  we  use  re fu rb i shed  iPhones  that  connect  wire les s l y  to  an  iPad .  Sof tware  a l lows  us

to  s t ream  v ia  the  chosen  equ ipment ,  on  the  f l y .  We  even  have  a  “Wira l ”  sy s tem ,  a  cab led

mechan i sm  that  runs  back  and  fo r th  remote l y  whi le  ho ld ing  the  iPhone .  These  s teps  to

lower  overhead  and  great  f l ex ib i l i t y  a l low  the  board  to  choose  pro jec t s  we  want  to  take  on .



Board members of this non-profit: Phil Black, Ann Knowles, Johnna Vosseller,

Gary Swartzendruber, and Don Wagner

Email: phil.kpmc@gmail.com

What  i s  something  that  no  one  knows about  you?
What  many  peop le  may  not  know  about  me  persona l l y  i s  that  I  spent  the  f i r s t  28  yea r s  of

my  adu l t  l i f e  as  a  pro fess iona l  mus ic ian  ( rock  bands )  i n  Kansas  Ci ty .  When  I  moved  to

Sa l ina  I  k ind  of  gave  i t  up .  Wel l ,  I 'm  back !  I  am  the  bass  playe r  with  Don  Wagner  and

Fr iends .   

Te l l  us  a  memorable  exper ience  that  you  have  had  in  your  bus iness :  When  we  wrote  the

grant  f rom  the  Creat i ve  Art s  Indus t r i e s  Commiss ion ,  we  did  so  fo r  equ ipment  that  I  bare l y

unders tood .  I  unders tood  the  concept  of  us ing  iPhones  to  l i ve  s t ream  but  had  never  seen  i t .

I  knew  that  we  would  have  to  l i ve - s t ream ,  so  I  had  to  l ea rn  that  sy s tem  f rom  sc ra tch ,  a long

wi th  a  complex  dig i ta l  l i ght ing  sy s tem .

Why is  be ing  a  Sa l ina  Area  Chamber  o f  Commerce  member  important?
In  my  many  yea r s  of  advocacy  one  th ing  I 've  l ea rned  -  somet imes  the  hard  way  -  i s  that  i f

you  want  to  be  par t  of  the  conver sa t ion  and  not  j u s t  s tand  outs ide  and  shout ,  you  need  to

be  at  the  tab le .  I  have  not  a lways  agreed  with  the  Chamber  but  as  a  fo rmer  co l lege - l e ve l

Amer ican  Government  teacher ,  I  a l so  know  that  Amer ica  i s  se l f -govern ing .  With  the

co lon iza t ion  of  Amer ica ,  we  deve loped  an  ethos  that  sa id ,  "We  can  govern  ourse l ves ,  thank

you  ve ry  much ! "  And  that  not ion  of  se l f -governance  goes  a l l  the  way  down  to  j u s t  about  any

group  i n  our  soc ie ty .  In  other  words ,  i f  you ' re  at  the  tab le ,  not  on ly  can  you  be  par t  of  the

conver sa t ion ,  but  you  wi l l  have  a  chance  to  a f fec t  the  di rec t ion  of  the  organ iza t ion .  Of

course ,  I  am  on ly  one  vo ice ,  but  I  do  have  a  vo ice .  I f  I 'm  not  a  member ,  I  do  not .  Be ing  par t

o f  the  Chamber  connects  KPMC  with  other  bus inesses  and  organ iza t ions  i n  the  communi ty ,

which  i s  noth ing  but  good .
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